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SINGAPORE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
 

 

Meeting : 38
th

 Annual Delegates Meeting 

Date : 19 May 2014 

Time : 7 pm 

Venue : LT 31 

  National University of Singapore  

 

Present:  Beverly Goh   SIBiol 

  Melissa Fullwood   SIBiol  

  Abigayle Ng Hon   SIBiol  

  Sapna Ananth  SIBiol 

  Chen Zhong   SIBiol  

  Leong Lai Peng SNIC 

  Jiang Ying SNIC 

  Andrew Wee (SNAS Fellow) IPS 

  Sow Chorng Haur IPS 

  Rajdeep Singh Rawat IPS 

  Kwek Leong Chuan IPS 

  R. Subramaniam SAAS  

  Anne Dhanaraj SAAS 

  Lim Tit Meng SAAS 

  Anne Dhanaraj SAAS 

  Irene Tan  STAS/SAAS  

  Abdul Mannan STAS/SAAS 

  Tang Wee Kee  SMS 

  Hang Kim Hoo SMS  

  Wang Haibin SMS 

  Ling San SMS 

  Lim Kay Jin SMS 

  Phoon Meng Chee SSMB 

  Leong May Ling SSMB 

  Benson Chua SSMB 

  Zhang Yongliang  SSMB 

  Dave Ow Siak Wei SSMB 

         Daphne Wong     SSBMB 

  Christine Hu  SSBMB 

 

Absent with Apologies:    Andy Hor (SNAS Fellow) SNIC 

  Ng Kwan Kee SIS 

  Mr Ho Yuen Ping  SIS  

   Leo Tan Wee Hin (SNAS Fellow) SNAS 

  Tan Yew Lee STAS 

  Lee Yuan Kun  SSMB 

  Thilo Hagen SSBMB 

  Choy Weng Cheong  SSBMB 

 Chung Keng Yeow     IPS 
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The Meeting was called to order with the Academy’s President, Professor Andrew Wee, in 

the Chair.  

 

1.        ADDRESS BY SNAS PRESIDENT 

The President started his address by noting that SNAS is continuing to do well in 

promoting its mission objectives. He commended the constituent societies for their 

wide range of programs and activities that they have been organizing, and exhorted 

them to continue their good work. All this augurs well for the promotion of science   

in Singapore, he added.  

 

For the scope of his address, the President focused on three themes: Increasing 

SNAS’s Visibility; Financial sustainability; and Promoting STEM education. He used 

PowerPoint slides in his presentation. 

 

On the first theme, the President noted that the visibility of SNAS is now high, owing 

to a number of initiatives. The website of SNAS is now up and running. The President 

commended Dr Leong Lai Peng for her assistance in maintaining the SNAS website.  

Election of SNAS Fellows has also helped to recognize distinguished scientists in the 

country – in particular, he noted that their election by a national science academy 

raises the value of the Fellowship even further. Increased media coverage of the 

activities of SNAS is also contributing to raising the profile of the academy, he added. 

He also noted the articles published in Nature and New Scientist by former President, 

Prof Leo Tan Wee Hin and Honorary Secretary, A/Prof R. Subramaniam under the 

SNAS byline.  

 

On the second theme, the President noted that while SNAS continues to be financially 

resilient, more needs to be done. The Young Scientist Awards, initiated by the 

Academy, continues to be supported by the Agency for Science, Technology and 

Engineering. Even though the support is only for cash prizes, it is still appreciable, he 

added. He also updated delegates on a number of initiatives that are in the pipeline to 

raise funds for the Academy so that SNAS can play a greater role in the country. One 

is a proposal to the National Research Foundation for an annual grant to the Academy 

that can cover the cost of two full time staff and the administration of the President’s 

Science Award. Another is applying for research grants under the SNAS byline for 

working on policy papers related to STEM education, nuclear energy and 

environmental issues. Also, there is a request by the International Union of Pure and 

Applied Physics to relocate their headquarters to Singapore – they are prepared to 

commit an annual sum to SNAS if it can take care of the secretariat functions. Co-

funding with constituent societies to recruit full time secretariat staff can also be 

explored - he explained that in this case, the full time staff will support both SNAS 

and its constituent societies. 

 

On the third theme on promoting STEM education, the President encouraged 

constituent societies to use the SNAS website to publicize their events. He requested 

members to send details of events to Dr Leong Lai Peng. He also mentioned that there 

are plans to inaugurate the SNAS Science Communicators series, with Niel Tyson, 

Brian Cox, and others for presentations to Singapore audiences.  

 

The President concluded his address by thanking once again all constituent societies 

for doing a wonderful job in promoting science in Singapore. 
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2.        MINUTES OF THE 37
th

 ANNUAL DELEGATES MEETING 
3.1   This was confirmed with no amendments. 

 

Proposer  : Dr Dave Ow  

Seconder  : Dr Beverly Goh 

 

4.           ANNUAL REPORT 

 

4.1  The Annual Report showed that the various constituent societies continued to have an 

active year. 

4.2  The President commended the various societies for continuing to be active in the 

promotion of their respective mission objectives.   

4.3  The President noted that the Young Scientist Awards have played a useful role in 

recognizing scientific excellence, and commended Prof Andy Hor for his able 

stewardship of the organizing committee over the years.   

4.4 The Annual Report was adopted without any amendments. 

  

Proposer : Dr Melissa Fullwood  

Seconder : Ms Irene Tan 

 

5.         ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

5.1  The Treasurer briefed members on the Statement of Accounts and addressed queries 

from members.   

 

5.2 It was noted that the financial health of the Academy continues to be sound.  

 

5.3      The Statement of Accounts was duly adopted  

 

 Proposer : Prof Ling San 

 Seconder : Ms Irene Tan 

 

 

6.        AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION   

6.1      The President sought approval from delegates to effect the following changes to the  

            constitution: 

 

 Item 16: To change ‘Annual Delegates Meeting’ to ‘Annual General Meeting’  

Item 41: To remove external auditor (public accountant) requirement clause and  

               replace it with internal auditor  

 Item 12: To amend SNAS Fellowship nomination and election process 

 

He explained the rationale for each of the changes. In the case of Item 16 of the 

constitution, the change is necessitated as it is line with what other professional 

societies are practicing and also because it is more appropriate. In the case of Item 41, 

the Academy incurs a hefty annual fee for its accounts to be audited by a public 

accountant – for a non-profit body that relies on membership fees from its constituent 

societies as its only regular source of annual income, it makes sense for its accounts to 

be audited by a suitable internal auditor on  a goodwill basis as it saves costs, he 

added. For Item 12, the changes are needed owing to the experiences gained from the 

two earlier rounds of the Fellowship exercise – that is, nominations can be done by 
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the constituent societies, and the existing pool of Fellows will decide on the 

conferring of the Fellowships.  

 

As there were no objections to the changes to the constitution, the changes were 

approved.  

 

 Proposer : A/Prof Lim Tit Meng 

 Seconder : Prof Ling San  

 

 

7.       DISCUSSION OF SNAS PROPOSAL TO NRF 

7.1  The President briefed delegates on the proposal seeking funding from the National 

Research Foundation so that SNAS can play a greater role in the promotion of science 

in Singapore. In particular, there are three components: annual grant of $100,000 for 

hiring one research assistant and one management assistant; annual consumables 

budget of $50,000; and office space. In return for the proposed operating budget of 

$150,000 per year, SNAS and NRF can agree to a set of deliverables which could 

include policy papers, grant/award administration, meetings organization, and youth 

talent development, he added.  

 

7.2 Members deliberated on the proposal and were supportive as it can help SNAS to play 

a greater role in the promotion of science in Singapore.  

 

8.       UPDATE ON INTERNATIONAL NETWORK MEMBERSHIP STATUS   

8.1      SNAS is currently a member of a number of international organizations – for example,  

           the International Council of Science (ICSU), the Pacific Science Association (PSA),   

           and the Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia (AASSA). While  

           the membership fees of the latter two bodies are nominal, that for ICSU has been 

           raised recently to 5100 Euros. This is a hefty increase for SNAS, and difficult to 

           justify. The President sought inputs from members on whether SNAS should continue 

           to be a member of ICSU. 

 

8.2     Members deliberated on the issue and felt that the increase in membership fee is rather  

          exorbitant and felt that there is little purpose in continuing to be a member of ICSU. 

          However, they felt that it is not necessary for SNAS to officially reply to ICSU that it  

          will be withdrawing from ICSU but rather allow its membership to lapse. This is to   

          retain international goodwill.  

 

 

There being no other matters to discuss, the Meeting ended at 8.10 pm with a vote of thanks 

to the Chair. 

 

______________________       ___________ 

Prof Andrew Wee, President              Date    


